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SAND MINING — CLEARING PERMIT 

5490. Hon Alison Xamon to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

I refer to clearing permit 4187/2 issued by the Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) on 22 September 

2011 for the purposes of sand mining on Mining Lease 70/836, and I ask – 

(1) Did the DMP have any record that the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) had 

refused a clearing permit for this same land in 2004 and 2009? 

(2) If yes to (1), what factors, if any, about the application submitted to the DMP were different to that 

submitted to the DEC in 2004 or 2009? 

(3) If yes to (1), why did the DMP approve the permit where the DEC had not? 

(4) Is there a process by which the DMP consults with the DEC to ensure that environmental priorities of 

both departments match? 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

(1)  Yes. As a point of correction, clearing permit application (CPS 365/1) was refused by the Department 

of Environment and Conservation (DEC) in 2007, not in 2004. Clearing permit application 

(CPS 2962/1) was refused by the Department of Mines and Petroleum (DMP) in 2009 and not by DEC. 

(2)  Following an appeal against the refusal of clearing permit application (CPS 2962/1), the Minister for 

Environment dismissed the appeal but noted that the applicant should negotiate offsets to the 

satisfaction of the Department of Water (DoW) before lodging a new application.   

Clearing permit application (CPS 4187/2) contained a 12 hectare offset which was endorsed by DoW. 

(3)  Clearing permit application (CPS 4187/2) was approved by DMP as an acceptable offset was 

developed. 

(4)  Yes. DMP consults with DEC through an Administrative Agreement which supports the delegation 

under section 20 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. 

The Administrative Agreement establishes a process for both agencies to work cooperatively in 

applying consistent environmental standards in the management of clearing permit applications. 

 


